HEEA () 5k & LA AT B 22
: ANy 7 2012 45 8 A 31T #5515
ﬁﬂ. é: iﬂ: % ﬁCYﬁT 6 é{\ 41A1 Elxg,ﬂ;éﬁ)ﬁ

P& DD Y I SHEDIF R Z KD T
OEARZEMLALTEIBFEE~DOXE OHLVERTOERIHZXE
OEEAMEEL DN EIC & BXILBER DT

R 1 BRER - KthDEHE

REDEMELN, BAEHRR+THETHEREERFTHESIATLEY,
) BHAEXEERRT DR LSIN MDD OTVWEF—A+F YT
NIABEBBYFELE, UTEEOHREELEFHTY .
9R1TBETHELTLET,

m KHIDOERER, B%EFT7— M ) —1 2012

KEBI GO HEI E e a2 T 2 AR

PR, THi%RER (Y~V) | EMEN S+ BT —5 0k, MBI e
FTENSOBELNESRIL, 22 CHRATHL2=—7 2EEBN B STV D, BiX
R HE 7D LTRNFICT 210 b D, B 28 RNEDLTEADL Z DRV
B, EPIMEZ OB T — MESDHER 100 S0 ESELTWS, Zabid TARIZASK
WCNEEND] a7 M2 2000 4E0 5 3FEIC—EZOMTHEIND [RIOZENRES K
V) —L| OERTHD, SHETESRIEBEZIZ D OFEMEIL, ZE, HE, ZREWV
IRERKEZFVBMIAROREZ L > T T ARNGRBEINTWAD, 22X 44 D,
HUIE7)> 5K 360 M OMEMASIN L, R E RSO T — M L TEMNANTRE 2ER 24
HTND, Fx DX TIHXZOENTEICROEELZ DD, SR Thid e LTMENE Y |k
Fieo FRIC, ZOHIKICH > THEFEORHIAREBR CTEE LA —A NT U T T ZAOFE
WS RS BEHEO—ATEHBT LR, £ 2 CORRE & OfPEE - 7=,

7T AROBRESRITIIYSFHHEFOMERHKR ERNHFE L, BRIt tick
BNOEER LT, BEXOHEA—ANT VT AT RAEFN, £ TTTIEEZIZ LD
TWVWDEWEINF B 0 Lz, BEITFE SN/ AR sba=—r ke o
A=A RTZ VT ADRZERAY . B LR LA LODAIEREI 217> T\ b, NTAD
WEIX TR =D E5{ T—T 4 A DTNy 7 « T R 2a—KOFVA T, TR
VU= RIEOHWIBIR 7238 — U HREmICH WD 72 Y, ZThvE e =—27 TELL,

IDOA—ART YT AT AT, 9 HF TOERBIBFICKR . LA —A T U TOHEN
T—7T 4 A IDBIEL, fEMZAID EFRRTHZ L1075, LT, EMESKTHICIEA




EINARTEOME & L CEDOBREERRBEISET-W D2 b, Hxr DB L LTIZD L H K
TIENZ M ENTEL TWEZNWEEZ D,

B%IZ, ZORHE ZEONHIZEBO TV, SFEORIXZOM%ESFT — MU
Y=L EiL, £ TO=— 7 REWERETZo5D LBE L TWEE 20,
HBENIZ I A AR ZISRG OO L SIROIRRIRD D U | BERIZ 22 > 7o 2 EiRpnc Lo =
AR TALHLOT, £5ZHD BT TEBHNT TSV,

ZOR) =IO THEHFR—LN—VERLEFH LMD ENTEET,
(http://www.echigo-tsumari.jp)
F—RNSVTINDRDBE

BREROHL, ZESEREFUNLLOTORATOISLERETE

PhEL T, LXT, B 27 FERBBEKEEEERRICAZ ERR
FFAVRERER, 150 REBRHLBORN5, YRZ—ZBRICERTHF VR
Vo= NRy=X - 7—F77 hOENRASh,

BhRE : WAXHESR, HEEABALTEZRTIS

BREERI T4 2T —ILDR]
TIyH-FoR)a—

HImx WAmDEE (2E) £ 1= 1Ffh.

ERDARED 7R - OERNZEHES S UARERN KL -SREFA L TRESE S,
EEROGDREASSEEYT. O LICHBERNRELE-ENERERET 4.

FEROFAYLT. BEOLOMBEM-ABEEAIH TERLTLSS,



mEN-ITE, EmLT&Eh o,
—F—RA S UTINIRERMDEMRBDA—T =S MBE—
B G WS L b & 28T 5 2w B

7H28, 29 HOWH, BgFEFLHIN, A—A TV T AT AL KRHIOEREOA—F
S TWEBIM LT, 29 HIZIZTRASELEARAD L7z, FAL 28 HIZERICAD A—R
N7 U7 KEERBEO-DICHE SN WELRZEY T —) &, A=A T VTN R

BHRR AL /N — ¥ 2 — =T ¢ —ZBM LT,

BRI HETH & T G2 503, 4 CTHLAEDRRTO 6 TRTA 4 0S4 PR E LT
b Tk, 20, b o)ITEHIX, 28 (F2720) HIX, +HETHIX faz il
MK, FEHMX, EEHXEME TR, = 70 S5, RO AT E > TE, Al
FEEOWEIALET 2+ HIT A AZFLE TR T, AARAEROZEZME, a XAk
LTI TH&EE] ERRSIL, MEFD S £AEHAEZ RPN MR E W7o FBEI L
BN LIV,

BOERFOTENR, AFXF 567 SAHD L, MLALEOENSG, D LI
LWhE B o THLS AR7ZORREREEN, G OR->72 K&K, EOKRKBITILY U
D ERBRSIRY DT, B L RTNIEBERLRES LRV OAERIRANICE ST, T
RofdszBvWas ant-/eEy 77— o7z,

ffkRI%, 28 BENC, +HEMTEROIEIZBEOEA. 10 FE2H RFEREOENL TN
TT — MESLD REY 77— 3, A 23 K K0 VW ki 360 DFESSSREL TWD b
A, BHENDEE T 2HIMENLLAOSNERIESIL, KON ZEE ERESC, FE
BEEN LIS DT,

+HETHIX 25 a— 2R3 6, £7, HA 7 WNEROKRESETEN L [T VT EE
MUgAE | Z8EE, NAOETFEEZOEWN I H 5L OEMBPERIN TV, HEWT,
AEHE/NFARD TR EROFZOEINEE] . Rk DEEEL 272 3 NOFHENEL DT
— b & LTHigb s, Bz Lo HRUSINE 2 <R, KREFICEB ST\,

I b EMKICBE, IR ARILFEOBIE BRI IZIE S Ve TR~DHIHE, 7K 6
FEAE Lokt AEE, BREFAM LRV ARERRICEKOM IcEDbN - HEN L
WRE X O, BOEEIZIX, BEHAIKELTITKEEZIZENERDIHO X D 7
R OMMAEE SN TWe, EUD EZAIE, AENENRDIEA SN, 2 R —FEZ
DOAESL G % 18189 2 fRILBROSIHE H/EMO—E & H X TIELW, L DRYEZE LD a X
Y EBImA BN TV,

BARES, 2 ILHKIcBE), TRFO [ FiRm4 ERE] &, KEEICE LD LD TA
KB END LW, RO BRI B3 2 550 2 fREE OBEORZ NG LT LT
HATTRE., BETONMEEEONZBR, ZRO LIBELTHTI VW) 2—F
T AR I, Ty ARRLT VA=) IL—IZHF T4 T LWV o iETHH-> TV HERE
THLOELPEALLTLE D &0 ) REGERER, KEOBEILX, ARFEOLMT 12



ANDFRT=HLBRE—FNCW AT [H728E] B LTWDHBEEN, U X MEDANIX T & 7
SERBEDOF LT RFEHRLE L, 22D NTD LR Z MWD T8 U 7 95 P U 4 i
LHLTWD, BEEZX, 270 Ty © E£ENOMINKEEERE Lo, HTEND
ﬁﬁﬁﬁb\% RS IBTEMN, D) A THEEZRZDB L IAE, £ &<
V)= UER, KRz DR EZAT, TDH%, TTAEKDOFITEHLEANTIE A
7] I TS L, B RWBEENOFENTOoND I b EL o2 % 9 Th D,

2K T, W CIHEILNARIEEEZ B RIGE Lz, F4RT 7 ADOEINE
JVAF v« RVE U AX—OES [HREOHE] | RE 2 WREZE AR IFEZIE
e LCED BEF7z TEEOZF ) 2%z, TEOF| 135V EERIA, BOaRo%
FEOHRUNEHEEDO Ny FRLOHX2THY, ZZ TRV IZOTIE, Wb EERZ D
CEZND LRV RRICSELND, EHEEZ. BROO, RicZa2EEFLT o
LEoTEY , BEBHEZAETTEMERE SN TVWAHD, 37TIZ 2000 UL EH DE)N
BMONTEY, ZIhDEGEL 100 02N TEoAR) L LT, EELINLTND

BEOFEIFILDETIHERELEHA LERIT3IA 12 B JHALFRMETE L ofFE
ZHL., SEONBEE TOBERRNESENTZN, (ERERZIEED T 2N, HaEELE
TWHHL, REREEN SN LR, HBHETIT O LANZEGAMKX TE, Hix
DF 2 x T80 OFBEELASHEL LT, HHWIEERO S R E LTEEICERY
Py TOROMANHFE N EREST26 LW,

WHELD > ARV ENLERHT Biv, HIK O F 2 83— HFE L CEENZERD LA ZH & LT
1T, A=A FZ U T AT ZAHEENTIER, 28 B, FRAFRENOEESTA—A ST I T
NG AN —ARF 0 — X —F ¢ — I, HBENPRERESE 9 4) X280 K
HVRFTHIR D S, HIREZIZIUD LT 5L OERD, TioRES, KEMFRBRE & &
HIZSML, 2200 422 5ROV ER LT, 154 HONEEOF NS T R 2—
s RV XAOEMBEIENT-, BT, AEL T, HLT, BEUL@ED VR &7
DIDED, HELWHREEZZEM LIERTZTH- T, FABOBRE L L2 UA, HIKD
BHSHLA & L CoOBE X 43R 2 T\ D,

BEDAE—FTld, A=A T U T REOTL—R « T —FITA, Wik OFi
72 HARGE T R % DT ) 16 1 H THEIL Z o - BIfRE O IRV & B 2 &
L7, £72, FEHER, A=AV T AU RAR, T—h M) —LOHEN
ERTH D E L BT, FHITHOEMAICE > T, AT R A R 2R T D& i L
Too WKV, SEIORERIL, BELOVHREELBZ S AEALTEN, E—oRKnE LT
HRHXOERESATLLRBHEOFRICNHIED KESKELLEZ EEESbRTV 5,
T, RIS AOZHRER. KHTOBIAR - LICHNE THITWEELDZ b o7
NETZ -7,

N RF 2 —DORITHLHAALFINBEDO 0Z B —7, AL T—T7/WZiF, HESA,
oS, #HXERREF LRI, IT7—KME, sikfio~vlr—-- v L —r A (B, %
A EEE) | BEHYO U F v —F - 7 R 2—2AA/MESRNIATER., T OB
JEIT TS b E R T H KASERE] OFMPHEIN TWeZ LIZEW -, L



OO, BEEICE W Z LA, T R Y o — AN &1 FTA, TPP fifs{ede R iz o\,
MR BSIANTEEE LAV (MBS RS2 A AGEZEET)

29 HiZ, bV =) — L ORSAN FEZIEE D% ZEABACENEE [ —1 ) THDY
1T, Z0%, A LIERARELEDIC, LoV EA—A N T U T ATRAEZHELL
77

ABOT T RiE, A~ (MIBEE T — s N = — i 687 07
AT IN—"") IZFTR L., TORANEZFMINA—A NT U7 REFIZHER L kS
DY LTSN, WKITEROZ RN, Hixolha bl AEERmMD &
AIZELHY, A—A T I TATAOFRIZIZFEVWELEFEONZL O TH D, /—
T A4 —DFET 5 OB ﬁ»m?ﬁk?# VI RBLiEby A TL]
ELDDBIES L LI ICREL TV, < OF X FORETROE 544 D7)
IS E@Hﬁi)w‘nofwto

BEEICRY LTz, A 2 VnE LK,

BHER2 NI UBRKBAEE

m/\3 )L FOTORANERE
KB G a8 &

R OFTANI NV R E WO ARTEET & 10 BHFEOHHREND, ZHUIE TH-o
VB Tho72) T 5, A—ARTZ U TRICRS THA~ND L, ETERBEEOZL—F - A
U7« U—=TDHDONINVERy s U —k«TAT2 RBRHTL 5,

FEHONI VR EWNHEERE LY THITITD LEE LWHIRIE#R S M ET,

LEAKRBERBAEINIEAIL R E, B2 FYTHITH O INEA LRIV D36 P~
300KM{To7= L ZAIZH Y BT T BT o X LRI D SRR 7 B R AR o Ful s A B
HAA9TASSEWO/NSWETH S, Z OHHHIETERTO K ITEENC L 0 B L-ins
EKIKIR T Y OREJFR TG N FHOEHRS REE S, £ LT, ZOMICHEES K1 Vb
RILOBENAME L, BEOHEERDOTRY D=2 LW FLORERE L EE(42EF T
72 29 LTAIN MATHOHBII/ NS WRRN S THER—0XERET) CEHTLHET
WCHRZT-DEZ 712,

AT CTOERETH OFEAZITHENL TNDEN, Lok L HEX B IZREEHIC
EREREBHEDEH > TODIESLE L, LY HEORE) B LIZ < WILIR7AR EE
NHDHZLIZELS, INLENTHSTEHOGETH VLKV DO THA D,

DNV b RIS TAINL 50 HELIA 5, Thaitad 25¥E L LT, Fix



DENA—A N7 U T8 U8 B A 25 SOBRESN 201245 H Fanb 7 At
OETHIND Z LIl oT=DRE, 2OFMITLENELEZNE XA HE 7 M) TNBUFZE
WET7T—> -7 M) TTHY, YBFZNCLUTFOXE I ICH AT EichhoTz,

1. HABEREOA X v Z78IEOBTE, 4—A2 N T U TICBIT 2 BAEMNBENICE > TH
TN barThHLR—V - W TARN (T T AVFEITEMO = 7Y RUE) © Z4F
BT, RERICEZIFBMBRE DL O BRRIELILAZ 0 T EED o OmER T
bz, FOH, YERIFHABEICE L CE-7-LK OENEMTH A0, EHEF LT
AAREZ 7N, 500 ORI Lo THIE A AR 25 SOEZE 25 ANOFHE 72 F L & 5%
L DN EEEY, Thbazh2ns (BESLERE) ©BABEORICH TS,
MATINBEFORHBIHE NI 7 OFHICHYEAETHAIFORE L, B0
BABLOEAREFBEORE L SIC oW CRtda#iE s 2 LicLiz, Z0o 5, HAR
FORENEATHIVEETFR AL > TEHODL I T, AT EEXEMHIME @O E
WEEOHICH 2B L THREZD, ENLMHELTEC, TRLIMIRSRMEE L T2 ER
REDHEHANEL . TNEHRICE LD HDOITHEMICERTH S Lbh-, I T
HATE M AL B TEAn, Zhaimsaikd &L THABICRE 2 TiEian,
Z I CEMBEEREL CODIRKICHEKLIZE 2 A, Z o TIRILFEENEE OB T %
B 500R—FRNESbh, ZLT, 5L RoTUIITFEDOEY THLHN, SFEOEF
Je. MEETO RIS BRE] ITEZEY], SLOTHIH S0 THREMEDOEBES
FEACHE L, BFERAOTBIE ICBE L TO THEEZ BV L0, i34
DIFLIFEWRSTAEFEZRBELIZOTHA S, LRSBIEKNRLTTFE o7, Zhix
FoL BV BTN & TEHERLEH L720,

ZD&H LMES YR L EY, UMY FRERICOBHEICHNY . ZH06DBF R
HNTIEH DN, ZORNENTEIZZ 20 BUVEEZ2 DD Z LN TE 2, £
LT, RIZEBLEDOBNEMEY CZORELLOBNGLEFELIED BEF-, e, 20
SERIZY > T, A=A N F U THEETHARLELOHEME TARENORBITE L LT
B FRKRMA TR S AT H Y BTN EITEL ZHhE W70,

ARlOZ ORHES TR, R _E= A2 v ZBHEOFOBRE X EZBRICNT S Z LT
T5, COREEMEDRIER EZMBZENTEHTHA Y, £, hZ a7 IciE#
STV AR T A& B &2 HAREORES, T HARBEOFEAE R XV DO RR
AARB OB E2GTeA Y UFARIE, £ LT, 25 NE{AOT 107 ¢ VFEAFEEFIT
RPN OMEOAAICLVEIET D,

AEE10 A 20 H (B) ICZOHBABERESMOEESNERIND FERD T, TORIZ
hEu T eEREBRETHT LI L,

2. BABREOREXA~DOHFHE, 201245 429 HIZY a—Y « oy Vo @HBHEN 4
SEREFELTHE Lz, LT, ZOBRCHMOSESERATLL ERW LT,

Z OB IIEH,

3. BAEICHET DY R T A, 2012456 A 15 IR ZY VR Y T AT 5720
Y OAIMSOIRIERF Y (ZEEREER) L h BRSNS LT,
LU AOWNEITLLT,

1) BE. "INV UERNEIER, A= s v I F U UK
2) BAHFEHEORNE, YDSOFEL LIFE, A—A N7 U T LOERIRITHOVT, KE
B



3) BABOILHRL, Bk OB, BABRYEOER, LN,
i 25
4) HEEUSE

: BRI T

g%l

B0 I, ERITAEEAEIC L 5 FEHEA & 0 HAREICET 255l T, ZOFETIXZ
BESORFEEFEORFICELIHESTND

ZOIUEEA D ZEEEIL. TORNBENFLEL TWD Z &I, WKLo B30 @RI
K OPERIZEZ RIS 5 525 Z LN T&E T, B TCH, v ATV EROBTEDENHILY
TRIA Y —T OROR A BT HARETE GEEO AWES A RE L2 > TRELT 57
E) ZHOWTEK EIZTAEL, £ LW—IEORICHE B 72O FREIT 2 BE ORITE XA
T

B, I AT RIFI NI UENEED 4 CH ORERE TIER 25 F ez o4 £ Th
Bo Fex3 NOWMAER, $IGEN HEEE2 LT F & o7z, HRICITH b OEIRTHILD T T
VET VUV RABERADERICHEA TS T FEo7, ELVEEZDIT TND2—R VLT h v
T OFEAERPBENRITE 72, OB E Th LICHES B Lz,

BB, NIV R TOY R T ADH E ANVRL DO AAREREEBE L, £ 21
FTE T DIt v ¥ —FiEOITHE TS AT VR T Az b 3L, Fix &4 —A b
FZUVTDODNZHEDORROMNEBIZEBRL T FE o7z, £ LTAARNLY T, HHEFO
TR & SHERTO A ARBEEORHIRKEBMEEZ 20 B L < BEAVWIZIEWZFh LA
ETSAEHICAARBEE TR LS ERTIEEEZIE-TCTE o7,

TEhEXETLE,

LB O A2 DA —A T U THMOROBEIEHKS 10 H20 B (1) OWESTHELLE
ﬁ#é_k_ﬁéb\::Ti%@%bwﬁ@—ﬂ%@Dmotx%/7gﬁ®w<oﬁ%
BRETD, V770 ET XL TA COA4FEMTHH YD TNDBIRORE L SIZ—EFHEEZIRZ
7=
NIV BARERO R v SEEOBHA
1. H A Y5 O F RO BT SE-D A G E /i 2EGNTHEPFBHE, v/ 4+ U

iR, TLEZH (HARMEFE)




BVUARTV T LATORE, REaRL AALREIAIC X A Y —7 OB DG AE L
~ 7 AU R Uk i) 2 S 0> SRR L]




HAHER A & 1 7\ ZHEER S S0 6 OB
Introduction

The International Culture Appreciation and Interchange Society, Inc. (the ICAIS for
short) is extremely delighted to be able to hold again a Contemporary Nihonga Art Exhibit
in Hamilton to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Hamilton Art Gallery.

Japan and Australia are now very important and intimate partners.
We live thousands of kilometers apart; one is in the northern hemisphere and the other in
the southern hemisphere, but both lie in the Pacific Ocean, linked at 140 degrees east
longitude.

From the historical point of view, since the nineteenth century, many Japanese
settlers in Australia contributed to the development of the relationship through the pearl
and sugarcane industries. On the other-hand, many Australians came to Japan and lived
in the foreign settlement near the then newly opened Yokohama port in the same era, and
developed the trade business with imports of Australian wool.

Our bilateral relations in economics expanded rapidly, but were interrupted for a
while by the sad Second World War. After the War, Japan established diplomatic relations
with Australia, and the subsequent rapid economic expansion led to a rapid growth in
bilateral trade. In addition, in order to develop mutual understanding between the people
of Japan and
Australia, the Basic Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation was concluded in 1976, which
triggered the promotion of cultural exchanges with the increase of people to people links.

As a pioneer in this movement, Lady Asa Matsuoka, who was the founder of the
ICAIS, believed always in deepening the trust between our two nations in ways that go
beyond trade and economics by emphasizing the importance of exchanges of the heart
through cultural interchange, which formed the philosophy of our Society.

As a first step, she drew up plans to introduce the heart of Japan as expressed
through the representative Japanese Art of Nihonga. In order to carry out this cultural
interchange, she appealed to many of the then current Nihonga masters including several
highly decorated artists with Orders of Cultural Merit. Finally, there were 25 who
responded by agreeing to create original Nihonga works for this project.

Five years later, in 1977, when all the works were completed, it was arranged for the
25 contemporary Nihonga works to be exhibited at the National Gallery of Victoria in
Melbourne. At the end of that exhibit, instead of returning the collection to Japan, the 25
Nihonga works were donated to the people of Australia, so that they could come to know



the heart of Japanese beauty by always being able to come into contact with these
Nihonga works of high artistic merit.

This is really the most impressive and remarkable event on the initial stage of the
history of Cultural Interchange between Japan and Australia.

In the opening ceremony of the Exhibition, the then Premier R. J. Hamer of Victoria
State attended the ceremony with high words of appreciation for the effort of our Society
(the ICAIS) saying, "The Exhibition is the first gesture of goodwill to the people of Australia
by the ICAIS. It is more worthy than a peace and friendship treaty." The realization of
this project, a five-year dream of Asa Matsuoka, remains as a bright page on the history of
our Society which still gives us pride.

Long afterwards, during the 2006 Japan-Australia Year of Exchange, which was held
to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the signing of the 1976 Basic Treaty of
Friendship andCooperation, we were happy to have a similar Exhibition, organized by Arts
Victoria, to display the 25 Nihonga works at the Queen's Hall of the Victoria State
Parliament House and at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology Gallery, which also
received an extremely favorable notice in this Special Year of Exchange.

Furthermore, it is now our great pleasure to be able to participate in holding once
again the Nihonga Exhibition to display the entire collection of 25 works together at the
same time and place in Hamilton.

We believe that when people talk to each other in front of a beautiful Nihonga art
work, it will help Australians better understand Japan. And now, as we turn a new page
in our common history, it is our firm hope that this occasion will serve to further foster the
cultural interchange and deepen the friendship between the people of our two nations.

Shunsuke Ohtani, Dr. of Sci.
President, International Culture Appreciation
and Interchange Society, Inc.
Professor Emeritus, University of Electro-Communications

(LA HR30)
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Report of Visit to Australia for the Opening of the

Nihonga Exhibition at Hamilton Art Gallery
George W. Gish, Jr.
ICAIS Executive Director

After arrival in Melbourne on May 28, 2012, there was time to pay a visit to the
Japanese Consulate-General offices in the city center. Fortunately, the Consul-General,
Hidenobu Sobashima ({il/5575 /&%) was available in the afternoon, along with the Deputy
Consul-General, Hirohisa Chiba (F%Z/</A) and the Director of the Japan Information
and Cultural Centre, Keiko Equsa (7L E7-) .

They were all new to the consulate staff since our last visit in 2010, so it provided a
good chance to review the history of our Society (ICAIS) in connection with the gift of
the 25 contemporary Nihonga works in 1977, and share information on the 35-year
journey during which there was a long period of not knowing what had happened to the
works after the original events took place. Fortunately, we could report on the positive
cultural exchanges that have taken place since the major exhibition at Queen’ s Hall in
connection with the 2006 Australia-Japan Year of Exchange (YOE),
commemorating the 30th anniversary of the signing of the 1976 Basic Treaty of
Friendship and Cooperation between Australia and Japan, followed by the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed with Arts Victoria in 2010.

In keeping with the MoU, all 25 works are now in the custodial care of the
National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) with occasional hangings of some of the
works in connection with other exhibits on related themes.

The reason for our visit this year was to attend the opening of the Nihonga:
Japanese Painting Exhibition held in Hamilton to commemorate the 50t
anniversary of the Hamilton Art Gallery. After spending the afternoon at the
Japan Consulate, I went to the Essendon Airport for the flight to Hamilton,
where I met Dr. Chiaki Ajioka (B[] &) who had assisted with the
publication of the new catalogue of all 25 works, and would serve as the
translator for the Nihonga Workshop and Symposium in June. Upon arrival
at the small local airport, we were met by Daniel McOwan, Director of
Hamilton Art Gallery, who had made all the arrangements for the exhibition,
including the catalogue and related events.

Our dinner that evening had been prepared at the spacious home of Leslie
Slorach, a long-time friend of Danny and supporter of the Hamilton Art
Gallery. Her hospitality during the visit was much appreciated and provided
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a place for rest and making new friends.

After a leisurely morning, we were given a complete tour of the Art
Gallery, climaxing with the display of the 25 Nihonga works in the upper
gallery. The museum staff had done an excellent job of placing the works at
eye level in an attractive layout, making it possible to enjoy each work in its
own setting. How exciting it was to take the completed catalogue in hand and
see the excellent content and beautiful reproductions of all 25 works.

We all returned to the gallery at 6:00 pm for the official opening
ceremonies, where we were greeted by the mayor of Hamilton, Robert T. Penny
and other local officials and gallery supporters. It was good to see the
representative from Arts Victoria, Michael Nation, who had been the escort for
Lady Asa Matsuoka during the original presentation ceremonies some 35 years
ago. There were also two curators of Asian art from the NGV, Wayne
Crothers and Juliette Park, whom we had met in 2010.

The highlight of the evening was the official opening with greetings by
Deputy Consul-General, Mr. Chiba, and the exhibition sponsor, Pauline
Gandel, who has provided major philanthropic support for the arts in
Australia. The Hamilton Nihonga Exhibition, along with the publishing of the
attractive catalogue, would not have been possible without the sponsorship of
Mrs. Gandel. Her friendship with the former Japanese Consul-General in
Melbourne, Susumu Hasegawa, has deepened the cultural ties between Japan
and Australia, as evidenced by her deep commitment to Japanese culture,
including serving as the President of the Urasenke Japan Tea School in
Victoria and her collection of rare Japanese lacquer ware.

During my remarks as representative of ICAIS, I shared the greetings of
Yuko Matsuoka and Prof. Ohtani, which were well received. In closing, I
referred to our 35-year relationship with Australia, which began with the
original gift of the 25 Nihonga works. And now we are in the process of falling
in love again, after overcoming various difficulties and misunderstandings over
the years. My conclusion was that, “Each time we have the opportunity to
encounter the beauty of these great works, it provides a new opportunity to
deepen our love affair between the dynamic cultures of Japan and Australia.”

After the ceremonies, a dinner reception was held at the home of Mrs.
Slorach attended by Pauline and John Gandel, Hirohisa Chiba, Jane McDonald
(President of Friends of Hamilton Art Gallery) and her husband Hugh
McDonald. Others included Dr. Chiaki Ajioka, Lesley Kehoe (prominent
dealer in Japanese art and close colleague of Pauline Gandel), and Danny
McOwan. For me, this dinner was one of the highlights of the visit, which
provided a unique opportunity to share mutual concerns for the future of
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cultural exchanges between Japan and Australia.

On May 30, the final day in Hamilton, I enjoyed another visit to the gallery
to spend more time with the works. There was also time to share information
on the art of Nihonga with the young gallery staff, who showed a deep interest
in learning more about this distinctive form of Japanese art and were looking
forward to the Workshop by Prof. Hojo. Many fond memories of Hamilton
were taken with me as we flew on the small propeller airplane back to
Melbourne.

The next day turned out to be full of wonderful encounters; first of all at
Arts Victoria, where I was greeted by the Director, Penny Hutchinson, followed
by an intensive time with Michael Nation in which we confirmed our long
relationship with Arts Victoria and NGV, while taking a look at future
possibilities for deepening our cultural exchanges with the upcoming
generations in both nations. He was enthusiastic about the possibility of
Nihonga exhibitions in the other major regional galleries after the success in
Hamilton. Under the leadership of Tony Ellwood, who will become the new
NGV Director from August, Michael was certain that the Nihonga collection
would gain new prominence under the government’s emphasis on “Australia in
the Asia Century.”

After a short walk to NGV, it was good to have lunch with the two curators
related to the Japan collection, Wayne Crothers and Juliette Park, who were
greatly impressed by the Hamilton exhibition. They walked me through the
current Japanese art section, which followed the historical theme of Buddhist
influence. They confirmed that the new Japanese gallery, as part of the Asia
section in the NGV International Museum, was now under construction, and
should be finished sometime in September of 2012.

From 3:00 pm, I joined the Deputy Consul-General, Mr. Chiba, for a visit
to the home of Pauline and John Gandel in suburban Melbourne. We were
guided through the private Japan lacquer museum of Mrs. Gandel who was
assisted by her longtime associate, Lesley Kehoe, in explaining the significance
of each rare piece in the collection. John joined us for tea and a special time of
sharing our mutual vision of deepening the cultural ties and understanding
between Australia and Japan. The Gandels mentioned that on their recent
visit to Japan they had met with their good friend, the former Japan
Consul-General in Melbourne, Susumu Hasegawa, who is now serving as
Japan’s Ambassador to the Republic of Iraq, but still continues to show concern
for the treatment of the 25 Nihonga works at NGV.

On the evening of May 31, at the invitation of Wayne Crothers, I attended
the opening reception of the Napoleon Exhibition at NGV International,
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currently running until the 7t of October. After all the speeches, I took the
opportunity to exchange greetings with the NGV Director, Gerard Vaughan,
who will be stepping down from his position in July. He was aware of the gift
of the 25 Nihonga works from our Society, and confirmed that the new Japan
Gallery would be completed with a target date for the opening on September
10~11, 2012. I expressed the appreciation of ICAIS for his role in making this
new gallery section possible.

During the reception I also talked with Jason Yeap, one of the NGV
Trustees who has been influential in the construction of the new Asia gallery
and is concerned about the treatment of the 25 Nihonga at NGV. Late in the
evening there was another chance to share ideas with Wayne Crothers,
including the possibility of more local exhibitions at other important regional
galleries.

My final day in Melbourne began with a follow-up report to Mr. Chiba at
the Japan Consulate-General office. It was also good to have time to talk with
Kumiko Toyama, a local staff member of the consulate who has always been
helpful in making arrangements for our past visits to Melbourne.

After taking the courtesy Tourist Bus to have a farewell look at the city,
followed by lunch at the “World” restaurant on the South Bank, I picked up my
luggage at the hotel and took the Sky Bus to the airport for the return flight to
Japan via Sydney. Hopefully this short visit helped to smooth the way for the
subsequent journey by our three Society members who would present the
Nihonga Workshop and Symposium in Hamilton on June 15, and make a small
contribution to widening the path for the next 35 years of cultural interchange
with Australia.
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