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BREFLECTIONS ON LADY ASA MATSUOKA AND THE NIHONGA GIFT

Michael Nation
Manager Executive Office Government Relations Arts Victoria

I fondly recall the visit of Lady Asa Matsuoka in 1977 who led a small
delegation of Society members.

The Director of the Victorian Ministry for the Arts (as it was then), Dr Eric
Westbrook, asked me to undertake escort duties during the visit, some nine
months after I had commenced official duty.

The exhibition of the 25 Nihonga paintings, generously gifted to the people
of Australia and accepted by the Premier of Victoria Sir Rupert Hamer, occured
at the National Gallery of Victoria, attended by the Premier who was
concurrently Minister for the Arts and Treasurer.

I have very special memories of my time with Lady Asa Matsuoka whose dynamism,
vision and energy were all quite extraordinary.

At the time I refelcted on her qualities as an outstanding ”“Ambassador” for
Japan and Japanese culture and from her own Curriculum Vitae quickly discerned
a lifetime of social commitment and international engagement, from her time
in the USA to complete tertiary studies to her work in China.

I am certain that Lady Asa Matsuoka would be proud of the progress we have
collaboratively achieved since her visit to promote the gift of the 25 Nihonga
paintings and ensure that it is professionally housed and conserved.
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