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mReport of 2010 Visit to Arts Victoria

George W. Gish, Jr.  President ICAIS

It was my great pleasure to travel with Prof. Samejima Muneaki, Society Director, to
Melbourne, Australia, from March 28 to April 2, 2010, for the purpose of signing a
Memorandum of Understanding between our Society and Arts Victoria regarding the gift of
25 priceless Nihonga works to the people of Australia in 1977.

Our schedule was arranged by Michael Nation, Manager of the Executive Office and
Government Relations for Arts Victoria, who met us at the Rendezvous Hotel on Monday
morning for orientation. Our hotel was located only a short walk from Flinders Station and
then a few more minutes to the main museums related to the National Gallery of Victoria
(NGV). Ouir first lunch was at the Tjanabi Restaurant in Federation Square where we tried
out a native dish.

At 3.00 pm, we were guest for an Afternoon Tea in the Director’'s Lounge of NGV
International with the Curators of Asian Art; Wayne Crothers (Japan), Julietta Park (Korea)
and Carol Cains (SE Asia), along with Greg Andrews, Deputy Director, Policy & Programs for
Arts Victoria. The walls of the lounge were tastefully hung with several major paintings
related to Japonisme, with the center pieces being three of the large Nihonga works from our
gift collection. This provided the ideal setting for the first signing of the Memorandum on
Understanding by George W. Gish, Jr., Society President, and Frances Lindsay, Deputy
Director of NGV, who served as a witness. The final signing by Penny Hutchinson, Director
of Arts Victoria, took place at another luncheon on Wednesday, preceded by Tsuyoshi Isaka
as witness at the Japanese Consulate-General office. (See copy of Memorandum below.)

Late on Monday afternoon, we were guided to the current exhibits in the Asian Galleries
of NGV International by the Asian art curators. The final section featured several Hokusai
prints of various views of Mt. Fuji that had been purchased some 100 years ago at a London
exhibition. Alongside the Hokusai prints were two Nihonga renditions of Mt. Fuji by
Okumura Togyu and Kataoka Tamako. The curators reported that more visitors stopped by
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these two works from our collection to ask questions than the other items on display,
showing a keen interest in contemporary Nihonga. This was very encouraging and gave us
hope for developing future educational interchange related to the Nihonga art medium.

On Monday evening, we had the unique honor to be guests of Valerie Wilder, Executive
Director of the Australian Ballet, at a performance of “The Silver Rose” in the State Theatre
of the Arts Centre. Our Society members would be interested to note that Valerie will be
bringing the Australian Ballet to Japan in October for performances of Swan Lake and the
Nutcracker in Tokyo and Nagoya

After a tour of the Melbourne Recital Centre guided by Acting CEO Kirsten Siddle and
lunch with Michael Nation on the Southbank, we joined a Roundtable Discussion at the lan
Potter Centre in NGV Australia Federation Square chaired by Michael Nation. The main
topic centered on future educational possibilities and cultural interchange programs related
to the Nihonga Collection.  The participants included Helen Masters, Manager,
International Division, Victoria Education Department; Jonathan Faulkner, Manager,
International Government Branch of the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Wayne
Crothers, Curator, Asian Art (Japan), NGV; Cassie May, Communications Manager,
Museums Australia Victoria; Merle Hathaway, Executive Officer, Public Galleries
Association of Victoria; and Kumiko Toyama, Japan Information and Cultural Centre of the
Consulate-General.

The key focus of the Roundtable was to begin a discussion around opportunities that
participants may wish to suggest - both within Victoria and elsewhere in Australia - to
expose the Nihonga gift to wider audiences, including school children and students more
broadly. The hope was expressed that the Roundtable would become a ‘starting point’ in
this process and participants were encouraged to develop their suggestions in consultation
with Arts Victoria, the NGV and the ICAIS.

Many positive ideas were shared with emphasis on practical programs for cross-cultural
community outreach that would relate to youth and children in a variety of settings.
Suggestion included regional exhibits as part of the National Exhibition Touring Scheme
(NETS) for exposure in other areas of Australia. The Asian Galleries of NGV are also
planning to include Nihonga works in future exhibits around various themes in common
with other areas of Asian art such as an upcoming project based on works related to nature.

One positive suggestion by Ms. Toyama from the Japan Cultural Centre was to let the
public and other galleries know more about the Nihonga collection through the home page
web site of the Japanese Consulate-General. This would help create further interest in the
works being stored at NGV and make them accessible for educational and cultural programs
to a much wider audience. This is something that we need to pursue from our side.

The highlight on Wednesday was a visit with the Japanese Consul-General, Hasegawa
Susumu, and Isaka Tsuyoshi, Director of the Japan Information and Cultural Centre. They
were both concerned with promoting an understanding of the importance of the Nihonga
Collection as one means of deepening an appreciation of Japanese culture among the people
of Australia. As a longtime resident of Melbourne and a key person in our earlier visit in
2006, Ms. Toyama has been an important link with our Society and the Japanese
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Consulate-General office.

Our official visit ended with lunch at the Persimmon Restaurant in NGV International
hosted by Penny Hutchinson, Director, Arts Victoria, at which time she put the final
signature on the Memorandum of Understanding. It is our sincere hope that we can
continue to have fruitful interchanges with Arts Victoria on a regular basis to live up to the
goals of cross-cultural understanding as envisioned by our founder, Lady Asa Matsuoka.

Submitted by George W. Gish, Jr., Society President

(See attached Memorandum of Understanding as signed in Melbourne.)

Memorandum of Understanding
Between Arts Victoria
and
The International Culture Appreciation and Interchange Society, Inc.

(ICAIS)
Regarding the Gift of 25 Nihonga Art Works to the People of Australia

Context

It is affirmed that the 25 Nihonga art works were commissioned by The
International Culture Appreciation and Interchange Society, Inc. (ICAIS), and
after five years of strenuous endeavors by the Society founder, the late Lady
Asa Matsuoka, the entire collection was donated as gifts “from the heart of
Japan” to all the people of Australia and subsequently presented at special
ceremonies in Melbourne on September 15, 1977, with the late Sir Rupert
Hamer, Premier of Victoria, receiving the gifts on behalf of the people of
Australia. The 25 artists who contributed these works represent the leading
contemporary Nihonga artisans of their time. More than a third of them
have been decorated with the Order of Culture by the Japanese government.

The Nihonga Collection is supervised by Arts Victoria and since October
2007 the works have been in the proper professional care and custody of the
National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) in keeping with the original intent at the
time of the presentation in 1977.

Mutual Understanding regarding the Housing, Maintenance and
Exhibition of Works:

The NGV shall in the first instance keep Arts Victoria informed on a regular
basis of the ongoing housing and maintenance of the works, along with
consultation and reporting on the periodic exhibition in the NGV’s Asian
Collection; Arts Victoria will in turn brief the ICAIS at regular intervals.
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The Nihonga works shall also be utilized to include a wider range of
stakeholder organizations to whom some of the works might be on loan for
display locally, and Arts Victoria consultation with the NGV will endeavor to
identify appropriate venues in Victoria and other appropriate locations in
Australia.

The NGV will exhibit the Nihonga works as opportunities arise within the
displays of the Gallery’s collection.

Arts Victoria, in conjunction with NGV, shall explore the possibility of
exchange exhibits with the collection of 16 Nihonga artworks on permanent
rotational display at the Canterbury Museum, Christchurch, NZ.

Joint efforts shall be made by Arts Victoria and NGV for planning exhibits of
the entire collection on appropriate occasions or special anniversary events.

It is acknowledged that all the works donated to Australia and New Zealand
were framed by Tamondo, the top art framers in Japan, whose frames are
crafted to the individual specifications of each work and are part of the
finished art work.

Arts Victoria and the NGV recognize the significance of the Nihonga frames
as an integral part of the art works, and should any issue of maintenance
arise with the frames, Arts Victoria will ensure that appropriate consultation
occurs with the ICAIS.

Educational and Cultural Exchange Program _Objectives and
Aspirations:

To encourage educational and cultural exchanges related to the Nihonga
works between art students, professors, museum staff and other related
persons. Lecture presentations that give the historical significance of the
Nihonga tradition in relation to the contemporary world of anime and manga
art forms along with a demonstration of Nihonga art techniques could
accompany future exhibits in various venues throughout Victoria and other
parts of Australia where possible.

To continue to share written exchanges and periodic person-to-person
contacts between Arts Victoria and the International Culture Appreciation and
Interchange Society, Inc., to initiate and implement future educational and
cultural exchange programs in keeping with the basic agreement and mutual
understanding between our two organizations for the purpose of cultural
cooperation and understanding between the peoples of Australia and Japan.
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Signed in the State of Victoria this (date) of (month) 2010:

George W. Gish, Jr. Penny F.E. Hutchinson
Professor George W. Gish, Jr. PFE Hutchinson
President ICAIS Director Arts Victoria

Witnessed by:

Frances Lindsay Tsuyoshi Isaka
(representative) (representative)
National Gallery of Victoria Japanese Consulate-General, Melbourne
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