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®RMIT Gallery

The RMIT Gallery Board and

RMIT Gallery Director Suzanne Davies

in conjunction with Professor George Gish,
President of the International Culture Appreciation
& Exchange Society, Tokyo are pleased to

invite you to the opening of

NIHONGA

To be opened by Penny Hutchinson
Director, Arts Victoria

Opening 6= 8 pm Wednesday 29 November
RSVP 03 99251717 / rmit.gallery@rmit.edu.au
Exhibition dates 29 November to g December 2006
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It is with extreme pleasure to
join with your distinguished Minister

for the Arts, the Honourable Mary
Delahunty, in the honour of welcoming all of you to the Opening of this unique Exhibition of Nihonga art works
that were commissioned some 30 years ago by our Society to be donated as gifts “from the heart of Japan” to the
people of Australia under the custodianship of the good people of Victoria.

The 25 artists who contributed these works represent the leading contemporary Nihonga artisans of their time.
More than a third of them have been decorated with the Order of Culture by the Japanese government.

The world of Nihonga art has a long and varied history representing a number of styles that combine the
influences of both ancient Eastern art with features of modern Western cultures. It is of interest to note the
continuity of pre-modern Nihonga styles with the contemporary popular art of anime as represented in the current
exhibition of “Tezuka Manga” at the National Gallery of Victoria.

I would like to take this occasion to invite all of you to the first Symposium in Australia on Nihonga art history
and techniques to be held in the afternoon of November 29 at the Japan Information and Cultural Centre (JICC)
where Mr. Shinya Iwata is Director. Prof. Masatsune Hojo will be coming from Tokyo to demonstrate the actual
methods of Nihonga painting techniques that utilize entirely natural pigments and animal glues in the production.

Hopefully, this return Exhibition will be the beginning of a new chapter in cultural cooperation and
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understanding between the peoples of Australia and Japan. May these 25 Nihonga works be the catalyst for an
ongoing program of educational exchange between students and teachers of the arts that will lead to new and
exciting creative works in the future.

In closing, let me give due credit to the vision and leadership of the two key persons who initiated this cultural
exchange. It was your Honourable Premier, Sir Rupert James Hamer, who received this Nihonga Collection in
1977, stating that these works  “must add lustre to the (National) Gallery’ s collection as a whole.”  Although
the final home of this collection is still uncertain, we trust that under the care of such persons as Mary Delahunty,
along with the Arts Victoria staff and related university persons, these works will find a central role in the future
of art education in Australia. It was Minister Mary Delahunty who proposed this superb venue in Queen’ s Hall,
and then Michael Nation among others who made this a reality.

The final person to recognize is the late founder of our Society, Dr. Asa Matsuoka. Our Society is now led by
her daughter, Yuko Matsuoka, (an artist in her own right) who unfortunately could not make this trip. But
speaking on her behalf, as well as representing our Society members and supporters in Japan, | am proud to lift up
Lady Asa Matsuoka as the model of one who dedicated her life to building bridges for international peace and
goodwill.

As the first Japanese woman in prewar Japan to receive a Ph.D. from Columbia University, her studies and
interests ranged from social work to administering art galleries. During WWII, she went to Nanjing, China,
where she established institutions for children and displaced persons, and after the war became the founder of the
Japan UNICEF. She was already in her 80" s when she undertook the project to persuade the leading Nihonga
artists to contribute these 25 works commissioned for this collection.

May the zeal and dedication of these two outstanding individuals inspire those of us here, as well as the
succeeding generations, to continue to hold fast to their vision in concrete and creative ways, both today and in the
future. Personally, | think it would be appropriate for this to be named the “Matsuoka-Hamer Nihonga
Collection.”

And now, | would like to introduce the grandson of Asa Matsuoka, the youngest Executive Director of our
Society, Tsunetaro Matsuoka, and his wife Hiroko. Tsunetaro would like to greet you with a few words.

Our Society would like to thank all of you who have made this Nihonga Exhibition at Queen’ s Hall
a reality. Thank you.
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